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Common-wealth of E, x GLAND- ms 
Sbweing, /  C£/&@So\/ 
Hat your petitioners have entraſted their Eſtates, or the greateſt part thereof, 
into the hands of moſt of the Gentry and Teomandry of this Nation. That in- 
ſeed of repayment, they are by unjuſt praftiſes deprived of their real 
Debts : in that the debtors make priſons their SanJuaries ; rather ſubmitting 
t heir perſons to ſuch places, then to pay what they borrowed. | 
That the Debtors oftentimes having purchaſed to rhemſelves and to their 
Heirs eſtates with thoſe moneys which were borrowed from your peticioners,the Fraud here- 
by praftifed is inſufferable: Sithence that thoſe very monies which in a very ſhort time 
would pay the Creditors ofthis Nation either their principal, intereſt, or both, are ſpent 
in Ryoting in the precin&s of priſons, or elſe in landing fees, bribes, and gratuities to 
priſon-keepers to permit freedome ; which is nor can be any other then an impoveriſhmenc 
to the Nation in general, and raiſing of revenues to the priſon- keepers in particular : The 
revenues of fome one of them being far better and greater then tenne thouſands pounds 
per ann. That your petitioners are ſenſible that you have promiſed to make this nation 
free, and that no manspercſon ſhould be enſlaved (unleſs in cafes criminal) That yoa have 
declared this Nation to be a free Nation, for the purchaſing of which, much Blovd bath bin 
ſfpilt, many thouſands loſt their lives ; many of the free-born people of England maymed, 
others conſumed in their eltates, as alfo-yaſt ſums of money raiſed to purchaſe this perſo- 
nal freedom, and as yet it is 'not confirmed unto them. 

Your petitioners humbly conceiving, that by the reſtraint of mens perſons for det ; 
there is not any perſons are gainers bat Priſon-Keepers and their Adberens ; who indeed ate 
become Land-lords of the Creditor (and your petitioners )eſtares as wel as of the Debtors eftates, 
for that which the debtors ſhould and ought to pay the credicor,mult pay the priſon-keepers 

| (and their officers) for freedome, whereby they are fraudulently entitufed to the eſtate of 
debtor and creditor. 

In conſideration of which, they do humbly defice , that the Bill or AR for the relief of 
the creditor ; ſo ofcen read, debated, comitted, reported and reſolved on by this great Coun« 
cel, may forthwith be paſſed, and chat . | =p intereſts, aims, Or By-reſpes may hinder its 
confirmation z That it may not be deftr'd or delai'd any: longer : fo that the creditor may 
be ſatisfied out of the debtors eftate; ( for and in regard the Creditors of this nation upon 
the loan of their monyes did not lend to any perſon with an intent to enſlave the borrow- 
ers perſon,but to have ic repaid oat of his eſtate, ) That all mens perſons for debt may be 
free, and their eltates liable (in ſome part) and that for the future treedome and happineſs 
of this Nation the writ of Capias may be aboliſbed . In the conceſſion of which by your great and 
grave wiſedoms, the people in general will be the better enabled to ſupply the neceſſities of the | 
Gommon- wealth and alſo be ready to afliſt you in their perſons and eſtates. 

All which being granted by 10s great and bonorable Councel.*cwill much rejoyce and 
comfort the Nation in general, preſerve ic in unity and affeftion, fix the hearts 
of the pzople to you x prevent your petitioners from being ruined ; ic will 
cauſe the Nation to take notice that you have performed your own promiſes : ir 
will alſo ſatisfie the expe&ancies and defires of the people, it will cauſe other 
Nations to affe& the government : God will be glorified, your conſciences dif... 
charged, and laſtly you will do juſtice to the Nation in general ; and the natj. 
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ons obedience wi}! iſſue to you in parricular. 


And. your Petitioners ſhall - &- 
As in-duty hound ever pray Oc, 3 


